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PRESS RELEASE

Connecting to the World with Two International
Human Rights Covenants - 2011 Conference on
International Human Rights Covenants

Time: Dec. 8 and 9, 2011 (Thursday & Friday)

Venue: Tsai Lecture Hall (NTU Law School International
Conference Hall) at the intersection of Xinhai Rd and Fuxing
S. Rd.

Sponsored by: Human Rights Protection and Promotion
Committee, Executive Yuan & the Ministry of Justice

Organized by: Chang Fo-Chuan Center for the Study of
Human Rights & Department of Political Science, Soochow
University

Co-organized by: Chiang Education Foundation

Taiwan has made tremendous progress in the protection
of human rights since 2009. In 2009, President Ma
Ying-jeou signed two international human rights covenants,
that is, the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR) and the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). The Legislative Yuan
also approved the two covenants, and the "Act to
Implement the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights" was passed into law. In addition, the
Presidential Office Human Rights Consultative Committee
submitted -a National Human Rights Report based on
international human rights standards established by the
U.N. It is only fitting that this conference is held against this
backdrop right before Human Rights Day celebrated
annually on December 10" across the world.



In order to showcase to the world what Taiwan has
accomplished in human rights protection as well as to better
understand how international human rights mechanisms
operate, we have invited world-renowned scholars in the
field of human rights to this conference to share their
thoughts and experiences on the issue of human rights.
Among them are Professor Nisuke Ando from Japan (former
chairman of the United Nations Human Rights Committee),
Professor Theodoor Cornelis van Boven from the
Netherlands (former Special Rapporteur on Torture of the
United Nations Commission on Human Rights), President of
the University of Ottawa Allan Rock (former Canadian
ambassador to the United Nations & the Minister of Justice
of Canada), Professor Kyong-Whan Ahn from Korea (former
chairperson of the National Human Rights Commission of
Korea), James D. Seymour from the United States
(honorary senior research fellow at the Chinese University
of Hong Kong), Edmund Bon from Malaysia (human rights
lawyer), and Jefferson Plantilla from the Philippines (Chief
Researcher, Asia-Pacific Human Rights Information Center
(HURIGHTS OSAKA)). Members of the Presidential Office
Human Rights Consultative Committee also present at the
conference. We hope to learn from their theoretical
knowledge and practical experiences so as to take the
implementation of human rights in Taiwan to the next level.

More than 500 people are expected to attend this
two-day conference, many of whom are working in the
public sector, an indication that our government, across
different departments and at various levels, is highly
concerned with the promotion and implementation of
human rights.

During his opening remarks, Vice President Vincent
Siew stated that human rights begin in small places close to
home. He quoted Eleanor Roosevelt, who wrote part of the
text of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as saying,



“Where, after all, do universal rights begin? In small places,
close to home ... Unless these rights have meaning there,
they have little meaning anywhere. Without concerned
citizen action to uphold them close to home, we shall look in
vain for progress in the larger world.” He also underscored
that while Taiwan is not a U.N. member, we have been
committed to abiding by the international human rights
covenants created by the United Nations and dedicated to
enhancing our human rights standards. Only by applying
international human rights values, principles and standards
can we create a safer and more peaceful living
environment.

This conference will help raise human rights awareness
and contribute to the development of democracy in Taiwan.
It will also take Taiwan a step closer back to the
international human rights community, where we can
contribute to the performance of international human rights
duties. Due to various historical reasons, Taiwan has been
barred from the international human rights community. As
Vice President Vincent Siew pointed out, we need to actively
participate in international human rights affairs to connect
Taiwan to the world. We hope that by organizing such an
international conference, the world will see the endeavor
we’'ve made to enhance and implement human rights.






