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1 Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be protected by law.
No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.

2 Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 14: Nuclear weapons and the right
to life (Art. 6), 1984/11/09, paragraph 1.
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3 Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 15: The position of aliens under the
Covenant, 1986/04 /11, paragraph 7.
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4 Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 06: The right to life (art. 6),
1982/04/30, paragraph 3.

5 Ibid., paragraph 4.

6 Communication No. R.11/45, 31 March 1982.
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7 Dominic McGoldrick, The Human Rights Committee Its Role in the Development of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Oxford University Press, 1994), p. 342.

8 When deprivation of life constitutes the crime of genocide, it is understood that
nothing in this article shall authorize any State Party to the present Covenant to derogate in
any way from any obligation assumed under the provisions of the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.

° Manfred Nowak, U.N. Covenant on Civil and Political Rights CCPR Commentary (N. P.
Engel Publisher, 1993), pp. 107-108.
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10 Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 06: The right to life (art. 6),
1982/04/30, paragraph 5.

11 Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 28: Equality of rights between men
and women (article 3), 2000/03/29, paragraph 10.

12 (1994) UN doc. CCPR/C/79/Add. 30, paragraph 11; Concluding Observations on
Brazil, (1996). UN doc. CCPR/C/79/Add.66, paragraph 23.

13 (1995) UN doc. CCPR/C/79/Add .42, paragraph 8.

14 (1995) UN doc. CCPR/C/79/Add. 35, paragraph 4.

15 (1998) UN doc. CCPR/C/79/ Add. 89, paragraph 7.
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16 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 15 (2002)
The right to water (arts. 11 and 12 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights), 20 January 2003, paragraph 3.

17 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, The right to adequate housing
(Art.11.1): forced evictions, 1997/05/20, paragraph 4.

18 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 14 (2000)
The right to the highest attainable standard of health (article 12 of the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights), 11 August 2000, paragraph 3.

19 Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 06: The right to life (art. 6),
1982/04/30, paragraph 2.
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20 Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 14: Nuclear weapons and the right
to life (Art. 6), 1984/11/09.

2 Tbid.

2 (1999) UN doc. CCPR/C/79/Add. 111, paragraph 12.
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2 (1998) UN doc. CCPR/C/79/Add. 97, paragraph 18; Concluding Observation on
Israel, (1998) UN doc. CCPR/C/79/Add. 93, paragraph 17; Burrell v. Jamaica (546/93).

24 (1995) UN doc. CCPR/C/79/ Add. 48, paragraph 16.

% Concluding Observations on Lesotho, (1999) UN doc. CCPR/C/70/Add. 106,
paragraph 12; Concluding Observations on Senegal, (1997) UN doc. CCPR/C/79/Add. 82,
paragraph 12; Concluding Observations o Sudan, (1997) UN doc. CCPR/C/79/Add.85,
paragraph 10.

26 (1995) UN doc. CCPR/C/79/Add. 50, paragraph 17.

27 (1996) UN doc. CCPR/C/79/Add. 63, paragraph 20.

28 Haluk A. Kabaalioglu, “The Obligation to ‘Respect’ and to ‘Ensure” the Right to Life,”
in B. Ramcharan (ed.), The Right to Life in International Law (Martinus Nijhoff, Dordrecht, 1985),
p- 179.

2 (1996) UN doc. CCPR/C/79/Add. 52, paragraph 6.
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3% Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 06: The right to life (art. 6),
1982/04/30, paragraph 4.

31 Anguelova v. Bulgaria, paragraph 136; Finucane v. the United Kingdom, paragraph 67;
McShane v. the United Kingdom, paragraph 94.

32 [lhan v. Turkey, paragraph 63; Nachova and Others v. Bulgaria, paragraph 117; Finucane v.
the United Kingdom, paragraph 67; McShane v. the United Kingdom, paragraph 94. Kara E. Irwin,
“Prospects for Justice: The Procedural Aspect of the Right to Life under the European
Convention on Human Rights and its Applications of Northern Ireland’s Bloody Sunday,” 22
Fordham Int’l L.]. 1822, 1839-1841.
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3 McCann and Others v. the United Kingdom, paragraph 161; Kaya v. Turkey, paragraph 105;
Cakici v. Turkey, paragraph 86; Nachova and Others v. Bulgaria, paragraph 116.

34 In countries which have not abolished the death penalty, sentence of death may be
imposed only for the most serious crimes in accordance with the law in force at the time of
the commission of the crime and not contrary to the provisions of the present Covenant and
to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. This penalty

can only be carried out pursuant to a final judgement rendered by a competent court.
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% Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 06: The right to life (art. 6),
1982/04/30, paragraph 6.

% Economic and Social Council, resolution 1984/50 of 25 May 1984, Safeguards
guaranteeing protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty.

%7 General Assembly, Resolution 39/118.

3 Human Rights Committee, General Comment 6(16), 37.

3 UN Doc. CCPR/C/SR. 362, paragraph 43.

40 Asia Pacific Forum Meetings, Term of Reference in the Death Penalty.

4 Sarah Joseph, Jenny Schultz, and Melissa Castan, The International Covenant on Civil
And Political Rights: Cases, Materials and Commentary ( Oxford University Press, 2000), p. 167.
Concluding Observation on the UK’s Overseas Territories, (2001) UN doc.
CCPR/CO/73/UKOT, paragraph 37.

42 Concluding Observation on Republic of Korea, (1992) UN doc. A/47/40, pp. 122-124,
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paragraph 9.

# Concluding Observation on Cameroon, (1994) UN doc. CCPR/C79/Add. 33,
paragraph 9.

# Concluding Observation on Sri Lanka, (1996) UN doc. CCPR/C/79/Add. 56,
paragraph 14.

4 Concluding Observation on Iraq, (1997)UN doc. CCPR/79/Add. 84, paragraph 11.

46 Concluding Observation on Sudan, (1997)UN doc. CCPR/C/79/Add. 85, paragraph 8.

47 Concluding Observation on Guatemala, (2001)UN doc. CCPR/CO/72/GTM,
paragraph 17.

#  Concluding Observation on Islamic Republic of Iran, (1995) UN doc.
CCPR/C/79/Add. 25, para 8.

49 UN Doc. CCPR/C/28. Add. 12 (Mauritius).
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51 Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 06: The right to life (art. 6),

1982/04/30, paragraph 7.
52 Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 32: Article 14: Right to equality before

courts and tribunals and to a fair trial, 23 August 2007, paragraph 59.

5% Implementation of the Safeguards guaranteeing protection of the rights of those
facing the death penalty.

5 Human Rights Committee, Cox v. Canada, Communication No. 539/1993, U.N. Doc.
CCPR/C/52/D/539/1993 (1994).

% Human Rights Committee, Chitat Ng v. Canada, Communication No. 469/1991, U.N.
Doc. CCPR/C/49/D/469/1991 (1994).

% Human Rights Committee, Concluding Observation on the Islamic Republic of Iran,
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57 Human Rights Committee, Errol Johnson v. Jamaica, Communication No. 588/1994,
U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/56/D/588/1994 (1996). Sarah Joseph, Jenny Schultz and Melissa Castan,
The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights Cases, Materials, and Commentary (Oxford
University Press, 2000), pp. 156-157.

% Human Rights Committee, Clive Johnson v. Jamaica, Communication No. 592/1994,
U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/64/D/592/1994 (1998).

% Human Rights Committee, R.S. v. Trinidad and Tobago, Communication No.
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